
 

 

Benton Harbor,  
Mich., bets on golf  
course by Jack  
Nicklaus 
 
Updated 3h 16m ago 
 
By Steve DiMeglio, USA TODAY 
 

 Benton Harbor, Mich., is banking on Jack Nicklaus  
and golf. 
 
The small city in the state's southwest corner — just  
90 miles from Chicago— is following the lead of its  
neighbor, St. Joseph, which evolved into a thriving  
Midwest tourist destination after both communities  
were devastated by six manufacturing plant closings  
in the 1980s. 
 
PHOTO GALLERY: See more Jack Nicklaus Signature  
Golf Courses 
 
TRAVEL TIPS: Golf vacations in Michigan 
 
Facing an uncertain future and an industrial  
wasteland near Lake Michigan, Benton Harbor, home  

to about 11,000 and an unemployment rate of 17%,  
created a coalition of public and private entities  
intent on cleaning up manufacturing brownfields,  
stimulating tourism and creating jobs. The key  
component of the work and the centerpiece of a  
$450 million redevelopment effort over the next 20  
years is Harbor Shores, a 530-acre beach and golf  
resort community that features a Jack Nicklaus  
Signature Golf Course. 
 
Today, city officials and local leaders will announce  
that Nicklaus will open the course — a rolling, 18- 
hole course featuring views of Lake Michigan from  
three holes — on Aug. 10. He'll be joined by former  
rivals Arnold Palmer, Tom Watson and Johnny Miller  
for a charity Skins Game at The Golf Club at Harbor  
Shores. 
 
"The event is a great opportunity to highlight how  
golf is being used as a vehicle for social and  
economic revitalization," Nicklaus says. "The area  
needed to be cleaned up, and as a result, create a  
stimulus for the area, for the community, for the  
town, for tourism and for jobs. It did a lot of really  
good things." 
 
Nicklaus, 70, a renowned golf course builder with  
nearly 350 courses worldwide, faced a tough task  
when called on in 2005 to transform acres of  
diverse land along the St. Joseph River and Paw Paw  
River, dunes that rise up to 100 feet above Lake  
Michigan's beaches, and acres of long forgotten  
factories, toxic waste dumps and a Superfund site. 
 
"We had to have a golf course designer who was  
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Harbor Shores in Michigan, a 530-acre beach and golf 
resort community, features a Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf 
Course. 
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 sophisticated enough to deal with lots of empty  
buildings, roads, power lines, a railroad track, two  
rivers, a lake and a public park," says Mark  
Hesemann, managing director of the Harbor Shores  
Resort. 
 
Nicklaus, he says, had to change the course routing  
nearly 20 times. 
 
Big plans in works  
 
The course crosses into three jurisdictions —  
Benton Harbor, St. Joseph and Benton Charter  
Township. All have a stake in Harbor Shores, which,  
if fully built, will include two hotels, a town center,  
health and fitness center, boutique lodge and spa,  
conference center, a marina village and marinas, a  
water park, a river walk, retail shops and  
restaurants. It will also have 12 neighborhoods with  
nearly 800 residences, including cottages, custom  
homes, town homes and condominiums. 
 
"The overall economic development strategy has  
been centered around focusing on our quality of  
place," says Wendy Dant Chesser, president of  
Cornerstone Alliance, a group that works on  
economic development. "We're laying the  
foundation, which we believe will increase our  
ability to be competitive in creating jobs, and  
bringing in new and increased consumer spending." 
 
The course already has led to the removal of  
170,000 tons of debris and contaminated soil. It's a  
public course and will provide access to the local  
First Tee program for kids and teens, the Boys and  
Girls Club and local high school golf programs. 
 
Despite the trend of golf participation falling in  
recent years — the National Golf Association, a golf  
industry research and information organization,  
reported that the number of golfers in the U.S. fell to  
28.6 million in 2008, down from 30 million in 2005  
— Benton Harbor officials say Nicklaus' golf course  
can attract economic development. The city, they  
say, is geographically suited to lure vacationers. It's  
90 miles from Chicago, 160 miles from Indianapolis  
and 170 miles from Detroit. 
 
"What the Harbor Shores development does is help  
redefine the area in terms of the word 'vacation,' "  
says Marcus Robinson, president of the Consortium  
for Community Development. "This is a non-profit  
effort. The basis for this was to use this economic  
enabler to drive real change in the neighborhoods  

and communities. All the net gain from the  
development effort goes into a community chest that  
is reinvested into the community." 
 
Successful example 
 
Benton Harbor hopes to mirror the success of its  
neighbor. St. Joseph, a city of 9,000, is now a  
retirement community and a tourist destination with  
its beachfront property. Property values have  
increased 28% in the last five years, according to  
city manager Frank Walsh. Unemployment, he says,  
has fallen to 3%. A decade ago, the downtown  
vacancy rate was 22%. Today, it is 0%. 
 
"What Benton Harbor and Harbor Shores have done  
is only going to enhance both communities," Walsh  
says. "This can only be beneficial for the entire  
(Berrien) county and area. This just doesn't happen  
very often in Small Town, America, but it's  
happening here." 
 

Advertisement

Page 2 of 2http://www.usatoday.com/sports/golf/2010-05-20-golfeconomy20_ST_N.htm

5/20/2010http://www.usatoday.com/cleanprint/?1274362563727



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


